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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of: Confirmation No.: 8025 

Guinane/a/. Art .Unit: 3743 

Appl. No.: 09/88 1 ,080 Examiner: Odland, Kathryn P. 

Filed: June 12, 2001 Atty. Docket: P9?6US (7 757.2900000^ 

For: Tip Seal Tip Attach 

Declaration Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.131 

Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA .22313-1450 

Sir: ' . : ' ' 

The undersigned, Terry Guinan, John Connolly, Pat Duane, Donagh 

O'Shaughnessy, and Michael Bannon, declare and state that, 

1. We are the inventors of the above-captioned application, U.S. Appl. No. 
09/881,080, filed June 12, 2001. 

2. Prior to December 21, 2000, we, the inventors, had completed our 
invention in the United States, as described and claimed in the subject application, as 
evidenced by the following. 

3. Exhibit A is pages 52-60 of a laboratory notebook of Ronan Rogers in 
which tests for "B3 Concepts Development Builds" were recorded. In particular, four (4) 
design concepts were built (at least partially) and tested. Designs "B" and "D" are as 
described in the claims of the above-referenced application, wherein the guidewire 
tubular member includes a proximal segment formed of a first material having a first 
flexibility bonded to a distal segment formed of a second material different from the first 
material and having a second flexibility, wherein a bond joins the distal end of the 
balloon to both the proximal and distal segments of the guidewire tubular member. 
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4. As shown and described on page 53 and FIG. 2.0, Design "B M included a 
stiff polyethylene ("PE") inner shaft with a PEBAX 6333 co-extruded tip, wherein the 
PE inner shaft and the tip were bonded end-to-end and to the balloon distal neck. 

5. Similarly, as shown and described on page 54 and FIG. 4, Design "D" was 
similar to Design "B" except that a PEBAX 7233 inner sh^ replaced the P^^^ shaft. 
The tip was PEBAX 6333 and the balloon distal neck, PEBAX 7233 inner shaft and 
PEBAX 6333 tip were bonded together. 

6. As shown on page 58, an animal trial was conducted using Design "D" 
and it worked for its intended purpose. 

7. The redacted dates of Exhibit A are prior to December 12, 2000. 
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As the persons signing below, we hereby declare that all statements made herein 

of our own knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and belief are 

believed to be true; and further that these statements were made With the knowledge that 

willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or 

both, under § 1001 of Title 1 8 of the United States Code, and that such willful false 

statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issue thereupon. 
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This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 



Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 



□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: . 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 
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